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How do you know the Bible is true?
    That’s an excellent question because so much is at stake in the 
Christian faith in terms of the truthfulness of Scripture.  The Bible
is our primary source of information about Jesus and about all of those 
things we embrace as elements of our faith.  Of course, if the Bible 
isn’t true, then professing Christians are in serious trouble.  I believe 
the Bible is true.  I believe it is the Word of God.  As Jesus himself 
declared of the Scripture, “Your word is truth.”  But why am I 
persuaded that the Bible is the truth?
    We need to ask a broader question rst.  How do we know that 
anything is true?  We’re asking a technical question in epistemology.  
How do we test claims of truth?  There is a certain kind of truth that 
we test through observation, experimentation, eyewitness, 
examination, and scientic evidence.  As far as the history of Jesus 
is concerned, as far as we know any history, we want to check the 
stories of Scripture using those means by which historical evidence 
evidence can be tested---through archaeology, for example.  There are 
certain element of the Scripture, such as historical claims, that are to 
be measured by the common standards of historiography.  I invite 
people to do that---to check it out.
    Second, we want to test the claims of truth through the test of 
rationality.  Is it logically consistent, or does it speak with a “forked
tongue”?  We examine the content of Scripture to see if it is 
coherent.  That’s another test of truth.  One of the most astonishing 
things, of course, is that the Bible has literally thousands of testable
historical prophecies, cases in which events were clearly foretold,
and both the foretelling and the fulllment are a matter of historical
       

 
 

Who was the First Chris�an?
It depends on how we define a Chris�an.  In The Church from Abel, wri�en 

back in the six�es, Roman Catholic theologian Yves Congar went back to the Old 

Testament passages where there was discrepancy between the offering that Abel 

brought before God and that of his brother, Cain.  You remember Cain's offering 

was not acceptable to God and Cain rose up in jealousy and murdered his 

brother, Abel.  Abel was the first martyr of the faith in that regard.  Congar went 

on to suggest that the church actually was born with Abel's act of devo�on and 

worship.  We could push it back further than that.  The first hint of a gospel is 

found in the promise that God gives to Adam and Eve in the Garden.  A�er the 

curse is imposed upon them, there is the promise that someone will come, born 

of the seed of the woman, who would crush the head of the serpent while having 

his own heel damaged in the process.  We assume, I think, that Adam and Eve 

both put their confidence and their trust in that promise of God for their future 

redemp�on.  So we could say that the first Chris�ans were Adam and Eve.

If we want to be more specific in terms of a personal knowledge of Jesus, 

then my candidate would be the mother of Jesus.  The angel announced to Mary 

that she had been overpowered by the most high God and had conceived one 

who was to be born and who was to be called Jesus, who would save people from 

their sins – he was to be a savior.  When that announcement was made to the 

Virgin Mary, she sang under the inspira�on of the Holy Spirit the Magnificat: “My 

soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit doth rejoice in God my Savior.”  I think 

that Mary, at that moment, was purring her confidence and trust in the child that 

was about to begin growing in her own womb.  So I would say that in the New 

Testament categories Mary was the first Chris�an.

The term Chris�an was not even used un�l the book of Acts; there we read 

that believers in Jesus were first called Chris�ans at An�och.  So somebody might 

dispute it at that point.  Obviously who is en�tled to the designa�on of the first is 

not a ma�er of theological dogma, but more a ma�er of how you look at it.

– R. C. Sproll



2026 Missions Conference! 

September 25 – 27 

This month is our Missions Conference!  We’ll be hearing from Dr. Jody Collinge 

and Jon & Karen Schmidt.  You may have read about each of them in Meet the 

Missionaries arƟcles in previous newsleƩers, both reprinted in this issue.  Here’s 

the conference schedule: 

Friday, September 25th 

 The Go Team (Missions CommiƩee) will host the missionaries at a dinner. 

Saturday, September 26th  

 Brunch at the church at 10:00 a.m.  Each missionary will speak about 30 to 

45 minutes. 

 Two different families will host one of the missionaries for dinner Saturday 

evening.  We’re looking for volunteers – please contact David Allen or Kim 

Clark to volunteer.  We encourage you to ask others to join you. 

Sunday, September 27th 

 Both missionaries will be sharing with the children & youth during Sunday 

School. 

 Both missionaries will be introduced during the morning worship service 

and be given an opportunity for a short introducƟon. 

 Luncheon at the church with each missionary given an opportunity to speak 

(30 to 45 minutes).  Please bring a dish to share! 

 During the evening worship service, each missionary will be given an 

opportunity to share prayer concerns for their ministry, and we will have a 

Ɵme of prayer for them. 

 

Please join us and get to know our missionaries! 



Meet the Missionaries: 

Jody Collinge 

We first met Jody Collinge when a team from our church was on a mission trip to 

the Mexican border in the early 1990s.  Our whole team had a great rapport with 

her right from the start.  She relates well to all people, especially children and 

those with disabili es. 

Dr. Jody Collinge has had a very interes ng career.  In her words “Through the 

experience of a benign brain tumor, the Lord led me into medicine as a way to 

serve him. Later, a er I worked for a few months at an orphanage in the 

Philippines, he called me to be a doctor cross-culturally.”  She became a 

pediatrician and prac ced in Saratoga Springs, 

New York, un l the Lord called her to be a 

medical missionary in Mexico.  She was the 

Area Coordinator for Mexico with Medical 

Ambassadors Interna onal and partnering 

with Mission to the World when we met her 

on a mission trip to the Mexican border. 

Being a physician, partnering with Community 

Health Evangelism (CHE) was a natural for Jody.  

CHE is a wholis c strategy that combines evangelism and discipleship with 

community-based development.  Their goal is to see individuals, families, and 

communi es transformed by Christ.  They work as a network with churches, 

agencies and NGOs in about 126 countries around the world. 

For many years Jody lived in Zihuatanejo, Mexico facilita ng the development of 

the CHE training curriculum, and also Children’s CHE, or community health 

evangelism with children.  Much of her me is spent traveling and giving training 

seminars for Children’s CHE. 



With Children’s CHE, kids learn health and social skills, and they become followers 

of Christ.  Then the children share what they have learned with their families, 

friends and neighbors. 

Jody was also involved in several ministries in Zihuatanejo–in children’s clubs, with 

a small orphanage, and at a garbage dump.  She really had a ministry with children 

living in a garbage dump! 

You may have heard of Zihuatanejo through the movie Shawshank Redemp on. 

Zihuatanejo is located north of Acapulco on the Pacific coast of Mexico. 

Recently Jody moved to Texas, living in a cabin at the ministry base of the Chris an 

Health Service Corps for most of the year, but she’ll be coming back to Zihuatanejo 

to live during the winter. 

During a missions conference at our church in 2011, we had a fun event called 

Cooking with Missionaries.  Each of the missionaries cooked something from their 

mission field.  Jody’s contribu on was a melon smoothie.  Here’s the recipe: 

Agua de Melón 

Choose fresh melons and fruits from the market. 

cantaloupe 

honeydew 

other available melons or fruit 

bananas 

ice cubes 

Peel, cut, and freeze bananas.  Keeping frozen bananas on hand makes it 

convenient for making smoothies quickly. 

Scoop cut melons into blender with bananas.  Add ice cubes and blend un l 

smooth and icy.  Drink and enjoy. 

-- Jody Collinge



Meet the Missionaries: 
Jon and Karen Schmidt 

Jon and Karen have been part of our mission outreach since the 1990’s.  When we 
first knew them, they were aviaƟon missionaries in Peru with SAMAIR (the 
aviaƟon ministry of South American Mission).  We met them when Jon bought an 
airplane from Parker RheƩ, CharloƩe’s husband (that was Parker’s vocaƟon – 
Parker RheƩ AircraŌ Sales).  Jon stayed for a bit while Parker’s shop installed a 
STOL (Short Take Off and Landing) kit on the airplane and we got to know him.  
Jon flew that airplane from Diamondhead, MS all the way to Peru. 

Jon and Karen spent more than 22 years as aviaƟon missionaries in Peru.  Jon is a 
pilot, A&P (Airframe and Powerplant) mechanic, a cerƟfied flight instructor, and a 
check pilot (cerƟfies others). 

Jon and Karen have many fascinaƟng stories of aviaƟon ministry in the jungles of 
Peru.  Jon oŌen used runways that were too short, but on a hillside.  He would 
land uphill using gravity to stop, and takeoff downhill to get enough speed to fly.  
They would move people, animals, even bags of cement, doing whatever was 
necessary to help spread the Gospel of Jesus throughout the jungle. 

Jon and Karen and their kids lived on a 
mission airport on a lake because one of the 
airplanes they used was a float plane.  Their 
kids used to swim in the lake with piranhas 
(yes, really!).  He said the fish had a bad rap.  
I don’t want to find out! 

AŌer their kids were grown, they were called to help train the next generaƟon of 
aviaƟon missionaries.  Jon is now a senior flight instructor and mentor at Moody 
AviaƟon in Spokane, Washington.  He loves training the next generaƟon of 
aviaƟon missionaries.  Among other things, he teaches mountain flying and leads 
the students on long arduous cross-country flights. 



Through the years Jon and Karen have been to our church several Ɵmes for 
missions conferences.  If you go to visit CharloƩe RheƩ, you can see a tapestry 
made from Peruvian Alpaca wool hanging on her wall.  It was a giŌ from Jon and 
Karen for one of the Ɵmes they stayed with her during a missions conference. 

Please pray for conƟnued health and safety for Jon and Karen, and for their 
encouragement of the next generaƟon of mission aviators. 

Jon & Karen



Dates to Remember for September
September 2   Wednesday evening activities will resume 

September 2   Women’s leadership team meets at 5:30 p.m. in the church library 

September 5   Men’s breakfast at 8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

September 6   Communion 

September 7   Men's Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. in the parlor

September 10  Ladies Circle at 11:a.m. at the home of Fran Bagby

September 14   Session Meeting at 6:00 p.m. at the church

September 19   Women’s Bible Study and Brunch in the Fellowship Hall , starts at 9:30 a. m. to 
                         11:00 a. m.
September 20  Meet the Pastor Sunday after the morning worship service in the Parlor

September 21   Deacon’s Meeting at 5:45 p. m. at the church

September 21   Men’s Bible Study at 6:30 p. m. in the parlor

September 25-27   Missions Conference 

September 27  Monthly Luncheon after the worship service, please bring a dish to share

 
 

Birthdays that we have on le:  If you want to be added , please let Kim know by emailing the church
at info@rstpresbiloxi.org 

Fran Handel   1st

Chris Smith   5th
Michael Venning   7th
Phil Pennington   11th

Rachael Venning   12th
Tammy Turney   20th

Ashley VanderKooy   20th
Peter Blakeney   27th



Tim Horn (Senior Pastor) 662-313-8445 tim.horn@firstpresbiloxi.org

Dean Rydbeck

(Pastoral Care Minister)

337-351-5294 dean.rydbeck@firstpresbiloxi.org

Kyle Palmer

(Pastoral Intern)

228-860-7412 kyle.palmer@firstpresbiloxi.org

Jeff Harrison Music Director

Janet Misner Interim Pianist

Kim Clark Secretary

Greg Mann Facilities Manager

Kerri Willson Nursery Coordinator

David Allen 228-547-1007 david.allen@firstpresbiloxi.org

Ben Bowden 228-596-5007 ben.bowden@firstpresbiloxi.org

John Chaney 228-238-4379 john.chaney@firstpresbiloxi.org

Mike Clark 228- 326-3213 mike.clark@firstpresbiloxi.org

Jeff Harrison 228-596-6600 jeff.harrison@firstpresbiloxi.org

Aaron Smith 601-214-0918 aaron.smith@firstpresbiloxi.org

Ken Pennell

(Elder Emeritus)

601-674-1637 ken.pennell@firstpresbiloxi.org

Andy Bagby 228-547-5334 andy.bagby@firstpresbiloxi.org

Jonathan Blakeney 228-327-1781 jonathan.blakeney@firstpresbiloxi.org

Phil Harding 410-310-2389 phil.harding@firstpresbiloxi.org

Steve VanderKooy 228-990-1933 steve.vanderkooy@firstpresbilox.org

Ben Willson 910-274-1464 ben.willson@firstpresbiloxi.org

Pastoral Staff

Elders

Deacons

Church Staff

1340 Beach Boulevard

Biloxi, Mississippi 39530

228.374.6880

firstpresbiloxi.org

A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America.

https://pcanet.org/
https://firstpresbiloxi.org/

	p1
	1: Sptember  2026
	2: September 2026 B

	p2
	p3
	newsletter-2025-09
	p2
	1: Book Report Sept. 2025

	p3
	p6
	1: September  2025 Birthdays



	p4
	p5
	p1
	1: July 2025
	2:  July 2025 B

	p2
	p4
	1: July 2025 Birthdays


	p6
	1: July 2025 Birthdays


	p7
	1: September 2026-Birthdays

	backpage



